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I want to begin this month and thank everyone who has taken the time to share questions and suggestions to help make
this article informative. The goal is always to provide information on topics that are of interest to you. Here are some
recent questions and suggestions.

Coming Clean
I recently received a letter from a lady that had read my August article on cleaning bugs from a n Airstream. She indicated that it was a
timely article as she had recently lost her husband who had always been in charge of the exterior maintenance of their Airstream. She
went through all the cleaners he had accumulated over the years with poor results.
She then decided to try her favorite home cleaning product, Liquid Spic and Span along with warm water. The solution of Spic and
Span and warm water made the bugs dissolve and be easily removed. The bug removal process has now become a mana geable task
and she wanted to share her solution for bug removal.
I believe this a good time to remind everyone; always check the label before using any product that has not been tested or
recommended by Airstream and its suppliers. Most products can be looked up on the internet and their MSDS sheet can be checked
for the chemical make up and for any safety concerns. The lady did not mention if she checked out the listing on “Spic and Span
Dilutable Liquid” so I checked; it states that on painted surfaces use a diluted solution, never use straight out of bottle.
This product would appear to be safe to use on the Interstate Vans, fiberglass motorhomes as well as the newer Airstreams with the
new PPG finish which started in 1999. Do Not Use on Bare Aluminum use on, only painted surfaces.
Another recent question: an Airstreamer with a Classic Trailer asked about the cleaning and care for the Day/Night shades (window
blinds).
Day/Night shades are quite different from mini blinds and roller shades that are more commonly used in today’s RVs a nd are a little
delicate when it comes to cleaning.
Here are some recommendations from Ascot Enterprises from whom we purchase the blinds:
Cleaning
1. Vacuum your shades on a regular basis. Use a clean bristle attachment for best results.
2. Compressed air in a can (same as used to clean keyboards) will also help remove some dirt and dust from the fabric
3. For small spots you can use a mild detergent on a cloth and dab at it (no rubbing). Vacuum first.
4. Never get your blind totally wet as it will erase the pleats.
*Store the blinds in the up position whenever possible to keep the pleats sharp or well defined.
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Airstream
Progressive Insurance survey:
More than 1,000 RVers countrywide tell of the amusing and at times embarrassing mishaps they've experienced while traveling.
Top Five Blunders Made While RVing
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Driving off with the steps extended (14 percent)
Backing up into a post or other stationary object
(8 percent)
Misjudging the amount of overhead and/or side clearance space (7 percent)
Not connecting the tail lights correctly (5 percent)
Running out of fuel (3 percent)

Oops He Did it Again

Female RVers are slightly more likely than male RVers to not co nnect the tail lights correctly. Ho wever, the opposite is
true wh en it comes to other blunders: Men are more likely than women to drive off with the steps extended, back up into a
post or other stationary object, and misjudge the amou nt of overhead and/or side clearance space.
Th ree Thin gs R Vers Forget to Routinely Check Before Taking a Trip
1.
2.
3.

Tire pressure (10 percent)
Propane supply (9 percent)
Water supply (7 percent)

Love 'Em and Leave 'Em
Two (2) percent of RVers surveyed have blundered by leaving a passenger behind at a campground, rest area or other stop while
traveling in their RV. The person left behind most often? A spouse or significant other; pets and grandparents are least likely to be left
behind.
Information ob tained fro m an article fro m Progressive Insurance, a leading RV in surer and the nu mber one seller of RV insurance th rough
independ ent agen ts, surveyed more than 1,000 RVers countrywide to fin d the amusing an d at times embarrassing mishaps they've experienced
wh ile traveling.

I am sure none of the above items ever happened to you.
Have a good month and we will see you on down the road.

If you have a topic for this column, please send your suggestions to:
Dave Schumann, Airstream, Inc., 419 W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334

If your topic is published, you will receive a “Schu’s News” t-shirt!
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